
Referee Evaluation and 
Upgrade Information Session



Agenda
• Upgrade / Re-Certification requirements

• Regional
• National

• Additional Georgia Soccer upgrade requirements
• Requesting a field evaluation
• National Evaluation information
• Other advice



Upgrade / Re-Certification 
Requirements

• US Soccer upgrade requirements
• Regional
• National

• Additional Georgia Soccer upgrade requirements
• US Soccer Recertification Requirements



US Soccer Regional Upgrade 
Requirements



US Soccer Regional Upgrade Field 
Evaluations

• Three games with the final score average at 8.0 or above
• Drop the lowest score and replace it with the final score from a fourth 

match to achieve the final score average of 8.0 or above.



US Soccer National Upgrade 
Requirements



Additional Georgia Soccer 
Regional Upgrade / Re-

Certification Requirements
• Must Notify the State Referee Committee members (via email) of 

your intent to upgrade.
• New Regional Candidates MUST have a developmental field 

evaluation before submitting for a formal field evaluation.
• Starting 1 July, 2026, Georgia will follow the US Soccer registration 

year (currently 1 July to 30 June).  All requirements MUST be 
completed within that time period or you will have to start over.



US Soccer Regional Re-
Certification Requirements



US Soccer Regional Re-
Certification Field Evaluations

• Two games with the final score average at 8.0 or above
• Drop the lowest score and replace it with the final score from a third 

match to achieve the final score average of 8.0 or above.



US Soccer National Re-
Certification Requirements



Requesting a Field Evaluation
• https://www.georgiasoccer.org/request-an-assessment/
• Ensure you select the correct evaluation type

• National
• Regular

• Ensure all information is correct (date, time, location, officials name(s)).
• Pay for the evalaution

• National - $200 (mileage will be billed to you if applicable)
• Regional, 2nd or more developmental - $150 
• Developmental - $0 (only once per referee)

• Should details of your specific game change, please edit the request (i.e. 
time, location, crew members).



Requesting a Field Evaluation
• Please ensure you keep your request up to date as crew members are 

added.
• Any changes / cancellations within 48 hours of game time require 

notification to the SDA and SRA via email.  Failure to do so will result in 
forfeiture of your fee and you will be billed for any mileage incurred.

• Should your game be cancelled, do not edit the original game when asking 
for another evaluation.  Put in a new request, in the notes, state that the 
fee was paid for a game that was cancelled on xx (whatever date the 
original game was) and do not pay for the new evaluation.

• For a regional evaluation, I will not contact you if a Referee Coach has been 
assigned.  You will only hear from me if one cannot be assigned.

• If your game is outside the metro Atlanta area, the chances of having a 
referee coach assigned to your game is much lower.

• Video evaluations for Regional purposes are not an option at this time.



National Evaluation Information
• Notify the SDA and SRA (via email) of your intention to upgrade.
• Once a National Referee Coach is assigned, communicate with them as 

soon as possible.
• If the evaluation is via video, ensure the NRC has a link to the game and 

line up the debrief with all crew members and the NRC (recommended for 
now is within 4 days of the game).  This is your responsibility.

• AR evaluations 
• Video evaluations are tough (especially if you are on the same side of the field as the 

camera.  Don’t rely solely on them.
• Try to pair your request with that of a referee needing a National Evaluation.  It is not 

recommended to do this alone.
• If you have a game out of state that you want evaluated, feel free to get in 

touch with me for assistance.  Most states do have a procedure similar to 
what we have in Georgia, however there are some exceptions to who 
assigns the NRC.



Other Advice
• Your off the field behavior matters!
• Your behavior in other organizations can affect you as well.
• Social media about assignments, only 24 hours AFTER the game has 

finished.
• There are only 10 referee coaches and 3 national referee coaches in 

Georgia.
• Out of state evaluations

• Notify me via email
• Follow procedure in the state you are going
• Under no circumstances are you to pay a referee coach directly or line up a 

field evaluation on your own.



Questions


