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Proposed Changes to Bylaws 
 

 
Submitted by:  
Bryan McDermott, Life Member 
On behalf of the Bylaw Review Committee 
 
Existing Bylaw: 
DEFINITIONS 
 
The following terms shall be interpreted as defined, unless the context clearly indicates 
otherwise: 
 
Adult Council – the assembly of adult affiliate Representatives 
 
Affiliate – any organization affiliated with GSSA, which has an identifiable membership of 
players, on whose behalf the organization conducts or engages in soccer activities in a 
manner consistent with the provisions of Article II. An affiliate shall be further defined as 
the club, league, or association that serves as the basic administrative unit of GSSA. In 
order to satisfy the requirements of US Soccer, every player, coach, trainer, manager, 
administrator and official shall be registered with either GSSA or another member 
organization of US Soccer. 
 
associate member – any organization or group representing an interest in soccer who 
wishes to become a member of GSSA. Associate members shall be non-voting members, 
but with all other meeting privileges at General Meetings. 
authorized votes – total of eligible votes in attendance at membership meetings 
coaches organization – a group of coaches organized for the purpose of affiliation with 
GSSA. Each Organization is required to have a minimum of ten individual members and 
no more than one organization within a playing affiliate. 
 
director – a voting member of the board of directors who is not an officer 
 
eligible votes – total number of votes of those members in good standing 
non-voting member – a member of a committee, the board, or other position within the 
association who serves without a vote 
 
Federation –the United States Soccer Federation, Inc, (USSF) 
 
FIFA – Federation International de Football Association of which the Federation is the 
national association member for the United States. 
 
FIPFA –Federation of International Powerchair Football Association, the world governing 
body of power soccer. 
 
fiscal year – the twelve-month accounting period beginning July 1 and ending June 30 or 
as determined by the board. 
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GSSA member – an individual member of an organization that has applied for and/or 
been approved for affiliated membership with Georgia State Soccer Association. 
Membership in GSSA through each defined affiliate is open to all players, coaches, 
trainers, managers, administrators, officials, referees, and honorary members. 
 
Hall of Fame member – a person who is recognized either for outstanding achievement 
or lifetime achievement,” by the board 
 
life member – a person that has been awarded the status of life member based on the 
criteria of having held an office in the Georgia State Soccer Association for at least five 
years. Life members shall not be required to pay dues 
 
player — a person who is registered and actively playing in an adult or youth affiliate 
during the current seasonal year 
 
adult player – any player registered with an adult affiliate during the current seasonal 
year. 
 
athlete player-director – an elected member of the board, who shall be at least eighteen 
years old and currently registered and playing with an affiliate 
 
youth player – a youth member as defined by US Youth Soccer and registered with GSSA 
 
referee organization – a group of referees organized for the purpose of affiliation with 
GSSA. Each organization is required to have a minimum of ten individual members and 
no more than one organization within a playing affiliate 
 
regulation – a rule or a type of rule 
 
seasonal year – the twelve-month period defined by USSF 
 
shall - must 
 
state registrar - the designee of the executive director, responsible for duties assigned in 
these bylaws 
 
team – a recognized entity sponsored by any GSSA affiliate and organized for the purpose 
of playing the sport of soccer 
 
the association – the Georgia State Soccer Association 
 
the board – the board of directors of GSSA 
 
USASA – the United States Adult Soccer Association 
 
US Youth Soccer – the United States Youth Soccer Association 
 
USSF or US Soccer – the United States Soccer Federation 
 
USPSA – U.S. Power Soccer Association, the governing body of power soccer in the 
United States and voting members of USSF 
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Youth Council – the assembly of youth affiliate Representatives 
 
 
Bylaw w/ proposed change: 
DEFINITIONS 
 
The following terms shall be interpreted as defined, unless the context clearly indicates 
otherwise: 
 
Adult Council – the assembly of adult affiliate Representatives 
 
Affiliate – any organization affiliated with GSSA, which has an identifiable membership of 
players, on whose behalf the organization conducts or engages in soccer activities in a 
manner consistent with the provisions of Article II. An affiliate shall be further defined as 
the club, league, or association that serves as the basic administrative unit of GSSA. In 
order to satisfy the requirements of US Soccer, every player, coach, trainer, manager, 
administrator and official shall be registered with either GSSA or another member 
organization of US Soccer. 
 
Associate Member – any organization or group representing an interest in soccer who 
wishes to become a member of GSSA. Associate members shall be non-voting members, 
but with all other meeting privileges at General Meetings. 
authorized votes – total of eligible votes in attendance at membership meetings 
coaches organization – a group of coaches organized for the purpose of affiliation with 
GSSA. Each Organization is required to have a minimum of ten individual members and 
no more than one organization within a playing affiliate. 
 
Director – a voting member of the board of directors who is not an officer 
 
Eligible Votes – total number of votes of those members in good standing 
non-voting member – a member of a committee, the board, or other position within the 
association who serves without a vote 
 
Federation –the United States Soccer Federation, Inc, (USSF) 
 
FIFA – Federation International de Football Association of which the Federation is the 
national association member for the United States. 
 
FIPFA –Federation of International Powerchair Football Association, the world governing 
body of power soccer. 
 
Fiscal Year – the twelve-month accounting period beginning July 1 and ending June 30 
or as determined by the board. 
 
GSSA member – an individual member of an organization that has applied for and/or 
been approved for affiliated membership with Georgia State Soccer Association. 
Membership in GSSA through each defined affiliate is open to all players, coaches, 
trainers, managers, administrators, officials, referees, and honorary members. 
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Hall of Fame Member – a person who is recognized either for outstanding achievement 
or lifetime achievement,” by the board 
 
Life Member – a person that has been awarded the status of life member based on the 
criteria of having held an office in the Georgia State Soccer Association for at least five 
years. Life members shall not be required to pay dues 
 
Player — a person who is registered and actively playing in an adult or youth affiliate 
during the current seasonal year 
 
Adult Player – any player registered with an adult affiliate during the current seasonal 
year. 
 
Athlete Player-Director – an elected member of the board, who shall be at least eighteen 
years old and currently registered and playing with an affiliate 
 
Youth Player – a youth member as defined by US Youth Soccer and registered with 
GSSA 
 
Referee Organization – a group of referees organized for the purpose of affiliation with 
GSSA. Each organization is required to have a minimum of ten individual members and 
no more than one organization within a playing affiliate 
 
Regulation – a rule or a type of rule 
 
Seasonal Year – the twelve-month period defined by USSF 
 
Shall - must 
 
State Registrar - the designee of the executive director, responsible for duties assigned 
in these bylaws 
 
Team – a recognized entity sponsored by any GSSA affiliate and organized for the 
purpose of playing the sport of soccer 
 
The Association – the Georgia State Soccer Association 
 
The Board – the board of directors of GSSA 
 
USASA – the United States Adult Soccer Association 
 
US Youth Soccer – the United States Youth Soccer Association 
 
USSF or US Soccer – the United States Soccer Federation 
 
USPSA – U.S. Power Soccer Association, the governing body of power soccer in the 
United States and voting members of USSF 
 
Youth Council – the assembly of youth affiliate Representatives 
 
How the Bylaw would read after proposed changes: 
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DEFINITIONS 
 
The following terms shall be interpreted as defined, unless the context clearly indicates 
otherwise: 
 
Adult Council – the assembly of adult affiliate Representatives 
 
Affiliate – any organization affiliated with GSSA, which has an identifiable membership of 
players, on whose behalf the organization conducts or engages in soccer activities in a 
manner consistent with the provisions of Article II. An affiliate shall be further defined as 
the club, league, or association that serves as the basic administrative unit of GSSA. In 
order to satisfy the requirements of US Soccer, every player, coach, trainer, manager, 
administrator and official shall be registered with either GSSA or another member 
organization of US Soccer. 
 
Associate Member – any organization or group representing an interest in soccer who 
wishes to become a member of GSSA. Associate members shall be non-voting members, 
but with all other meeting privileges at General Meetings. 
authorized votes – total of eligible votes in attendance at membership meetings 
coaches organization – a group of coaches organized for the purpose of affiliation with 
GSSA. Each Organization is required to have a minimum of ten individual members and 
no more than one organization within a playing affiliate. 
 
Director – a voting member of the board of directors who is not an officer 
 
Eligible Votes – total number of votes of those members in good standing 
non-voting member – a member of a committee, the board, or other position within the 
association who serves without a vote 
 
Federation –the United States Soccer Federation, Inc, (USSF) 
 
FIFA – Federation International de Football Association of which the Federation is the 
national association member for the United States. 
 
FIPFA –Federation of International Powerchair Football Association, the world governing 
body of power soccer. 
 
Fiscal Year – the twelve-month accounting period beginning July 1 and ending June 30 
or as determined by the board. 
 
GSSA member – an individual member of an organization that has applied for and/or 
been approved for affiliated membership with Georgia State Soccer Association. 
Membership in GSSA through each defined affiliate is open to all players, coaches, 
trainers, managers, administrators, officials, referees, and honorary members. 
 
Hall of Fame Member – a person who is recognized either for outstanding achievement 
or lifetime achievement,” by the board 
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Life Member – a person that has been awarded the status of life member based on the 
criteria of having held an office in the Georgia State Soccer Association for at least five 
years. Life members shall not be required to pay dues 
 
Player — a person who is registered and actively playing in an adult or youth affiliate 
during the current seasonal year 
 
Adult Player – any player registered with an adult affiliate during the current seasonal 
year. 
 
Athlete Player-Director – an elected member of the board, who shall be at least eighteen 
years old and currently registered and playing with an affiliate 
 
Youth Player – a youth member as defined by US Youth Soccer and registered with 
GSSA 
 
Referee Organization – a group of referees organized for the purpose of affiliation with 
GSSA. Each organization is required to have a minimum of ten individual members and 
no more than one organization within a playing affiliate 
 
Regulation – a rule or a type of rule 
 
Seasonal Year – the twelve-month period defined by USSF 
 
Shall - must 
 
State Registrar - the designee of the executive director, responsible for duties assigned 
in these bylaws 
 
Team – a recognized entity sponsored by any GSSA affiliate and organized for the 
purpose of playing the sport of soccer 
 
The Association – the Georgia State Soccer Association 
 
The Board – the board of directors of GSSA 
 
USASA – the United States Adult Soccer Association 
 
US Youth Soccer – the United States Youth Soccer Association 
 
USSF or US Soccer – the United States Soccer Federation 
 
USPSA – U.S. Power Soccer Association, the governing body of power soccer in the 
United States and voting members of USSF 
 
Youth Council – the assembly of youth affiliate Representatives 
 
 
Rationale:   
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Housekeeping. Generally definitions are capitalized in By-Laws and should be capitalized 
throughout the document to signify there is an associated definitions when using a specific 
word or term.  
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Existing Bylaw: 
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 
 
Officers 
 
The officers of the association shall be a president, a vice-president-adult, a vice-
president-youth, a treasurer, and a secretary. The officers shall perform the duties 
provided in this section and such other duties as are prescribed for the office in these 
bylaws, by the board, or in the adopted parliamentary authority., The vice-president who 
has held a position on the board the longest shall be the senior vice-president and shall 
assume the duties of the president detailed in the adopted parliamentary authority during 
the president’s absence from a meeting. The remaining vice-president shall be referred to 
as the junior vice-president and shall assume the duties of the president detailed in the 
adopted parliamentary authority during the absence of the president and the senior vice-
president. The executive director shall serve as secretary. 
 
Bylaw w/ proposed change: 
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 
 
Officers 
 
The officers of the association shall be a president, a vice-president-adult, a vice-
president-youth, a treasurer, and a secretary. The officers shall perform the duties 
provided in this section and such other duties as are prescribed for the office in these 
bylaws, by the board, or in the adopted parliamentary authority., The vice-president who 
has held a position on the board the longest shall be the senior vice-president and shall 
assume the duties of the president detailed in the adopted parliamentary authority during 
the president’s absence from a meeting. The remaining vice-president shall be referred to 
as the junior vice-president and shall assume the duties of the president detailed in the 
adopted parliamentary authority during the absence of the president and the senior vice-
president. The executive director shall serve as secretary. 
 
How the Bylaw would read after proposed change: 
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 
 
Officers 
 
The officers of the association shall be a president, a vice-president-adult, a vice-
president-youth, a treasurer, and a secretary. The officers shall perform the duties 
provided in this section and such other duties as are prescribed for the office in these 
bylaws, by the board, or in the adopted parliamentary authority. The vice-president who 
has held a position on the board the longest shall be the senior vice-president and shall 
assume the duties of the president detailed in the adopted parliamentary authority during 
the president’s absence from a meeting. The remaining vice-president shall be referred to 
as the junior vice-president and shall assume the duties of the president detailed in the 
adopted parliamentary authority during the absence of the president and the senior vice-
president. The executive director shall serve as secretary. 
 
Rationale:   
Housekeeping. Removing an errant comma.  
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Existing Bylaw: 
Director of Adult Competition 
 
The Director of Adult Competition shall: 
Promote the interests of adult soccer within the association Assist in the assignment and 
conduct of all adult activities 
 
Assist in the organization of all adult competitions 
Act as Commissioner for the adult National Cup competition. 
 
 
Bylaw w/ proposed changes: 
Director of Adult Competition 
 
The Director of Adult Competition shall: 
Promote the interests of adult soccer within the association Assist in the assignment and 
conduct of all adult activities, 
Assist in the organization of all adult competitions, and 
Act as Commissioner for the adult National Cup competition. 
 
How the Bylaw would read after proposed change: 
Director of Adult Competition 
 
The Director of Adult Competition shall: 
Promote the interests of adult soccer within the association Assist in the assignment and 
conduct of all adult activities, 
Assist in the organization of all adult competitions, and 
Act as Commissioner for the adult National Cup competition. 
 
Rationale:   
Housekeeping. Removing an errant paragraph break and inserting additional commas and 
conjunction.  
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Existing Bylaw: 
Director-playing athlete 
  The director-playing athlete shall do the following: 
  Promote the interests of all athletes currently playing soccer within the association all 

other duties as assigned by the board 
 
Director-At Large Representative (GSSA) 
  The director-at large representative (GSSA) shall: 
  promote the interests of all soccer within the association and shall assist the Playing 

division’s directors-at-large where needed. 
 
Bylaw w/ proposed change: 
Director-playing athlete 
  The director-playing athlete shall do the following: 
  Promote the interests of all athletes currently playing soccer within the association and 

all other duties as assigned by the board 
 
Director-At Large Representative (GSSA) 
  The director-at large representative (GSSA) shall: 
  pPromote the interests of all soccer within the association and shall assist the Playing 

division’s directors-at-large where needed. 
 
How the Bylaw would read after proposed changes: 
Director-playing athlete 
  The director-playing athlete shall do the following: 
  Promote the interests of all athletes currently playing soccer within the association and 

all other duties as assigned by the board 
 
Director-At Large Representative (GSSA) 
  The director-at large representative (GSSA) shall: 
  Promote the interests of all soccer within the association and shall assist the Playing 

division’s directors-at-large where needed. 
 
Rationale:   
Housekeeping. Adding “and” to one paragraph so it makes proper sense. Capitalizing the 
first letter of the sentence in the other.  
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Existing Bylaw: 
Ballot Election, Terms of Office 
 

The officers and directors shall be elected by ballot (paper or electronic). Election 
may be by acclamation if there is only one nominee for an office. Officers and 
directors shall be elected at the annual general meeting for two- year terms of with 
the exception of the director-player athlete, who shall be elected for a one-year 
term. 
 

Elections shall be by designated GSSA groups as follows: 
 

Position Elected in Elected by 

President Odd-numbered years General membership 

Treasurer Even-numbered years General membership 

Vice-president-Adult Even-numbered years Adult affiliates 

Vice-president-Youth Odd-numbered years Youth affiliates 

Director of Adult Competition
umbered Odd-numbered years Adult affiliates 

Director of Youth Recreation
umbered Odd-numbered years Youth affiliates 

Director of Youth Select Even-numbered years Youth affiliates 

Director At-Large (GSSA) Odd-numbered years General membership 

Director-Player Athlete Annual Adult affiliates 

Director At-Large (Adult) Even-numbered years Adult affiliates 

Director At-Large (Youth) Even-numbered years Youth membership 
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Bylaw w/ proposed changes: 
Ballot Election, Terms of Office 
 

The officers and directors shall be elected by ballot (paper or electronic). Election 
may be by acclamation if there is only one nominee for an office. Officers and 
directors shall be elected at the annual general meeting for two- year two-year terms 
of with the exception of the director-player athlete, who shall be elected for a one-
year term. 
 

Elections shall be by designated GSSA groups as follows: 
 

Position Elected in Elected by 

President Odd-numbered years General membership 

Treasurer Even-numbered years General membership 

Vice-president-Adult Even-numbered years Adult affiliates 

Vice-president-Youth Odd-numbered years Youth affiliates 

Director of Adult Competition
umbered Odd-numbered years Adult affiliates 

Director of Youth Recreation
umbered Odd-numbered years Youth affiliates 

Director of Youth Select Even-numbered years Youth affiliates 

Director At-Large (GSSA) Odd-numbered years General membership 

Director-Player Athlete Annual Adult affiliates 

Director At-Large (Adult) Even-numbered years Adult affiliates 

Director At-Large (Youth) Even-numbered years Youth membership affiliates 
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How the Bylaw would read after proposed change: 
Ballot Election, Terms of Office 
 

The officers and directors shall be elected by ballot (paper or electronic). Election 
may be by acclamation if there is only one nominee for an office. Officers and 
directors shall be elected at the annual general meeting for two-year terms of with 
the exception of the director-player athlete, who shall be elected for a one-year 
term. 
 

Elections shall be by designated GSSA groups as follows: 
 

Position Elected in Elected by 

President Odd-numbered years General membership 

Treasurer Even-numbered years General membership 

Vice-president-Adult Even-numbered years Adult affiliates 

Vice-president-Youth Odd-numbered years Youth affiliates 

Director of Adult Competition Odd-numbered years Adult affiliates 

Director of Youth Recreation Odd-numbered years Youth affiliates 

Director of Youth Select Even-numbered years Youth affiliates 

Director At-Large (GSSA) Odd-numbered years General membership 

Director-Player Athlete Annual Adult affiliates 

Director At-Large (Adult) Even-numbered years Adult affiliates 

Director At-Large (Youth) Even-numbered years Youth affiliates 

 
 
Rationale:   
Housekeeping. 
“two- year” changed to “two-year” 
“umbered” removed 
“Youth membership” changed to “Youth affiliates” to match the rest. 


